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According to Dutch figures there were only 723
elementary schools in 1938 (with Dutch as the medium
of instruction). It is therefore not surprising that 93
per cent of the population was illiterate. Only one in
120,000 receive any higher education.

Against this colonial exploitation the Indonesian
working masses founded their first organised trade union
movement among the railway workers in 1908. It
started and has grown inseparably with the national
movement. It grew in strength with the foundation of
the Communist Party (PKI) in October 1920, when
headquarters, to which 14 unions were affiliated, were
established in Semerang. Strike after strike was orga-
nised until in November 1926, a general uprising in Java
was followed by others in various districts.

Dutch rule was almost undermined but was able to
suppress the uprising owing to the lack of coordination
particularly between workers and peasants. Meetings
were prohibited, newspapers banned and tens of thou-
sands of people jailed, killed and deported. The trade
union movement and the PKI were declared illegal and
it was not until 1935 that the revolutionary working class
movement was re-established.

As the. threat of fascist aggression grew, repeated
demands for the formation of an Indonesian Army to
cooperate with the Dutch authorities were flatly rejected.
The Dutch regarded the Indonesian people as more
dangerous than fascism.

When war came it was the Indonesian workers who
shed their blood in facing the first Japanese invaders.

Immediately after conquering the Indonesian islands,
' the Japanese imposed a ban on all existing organisations
and for three-and-a-half years the workers lived in
misery. They were forcibly recruited,into the so-called
Voluntary' labour camps and 'exported' to work in
other countries for the Japanese. Thus more than 30,000
lost their lives in the construction of the 'Railroad of
Death' leading from Malaya to Siam. Soekarno and
Hatta actviely supported the fascist forced labour and
are responsible for the death of nearly two million
workers in these camps.

Anti-fascist struggles led by Amir Sjarifuddin swept